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 Disclaimer: The information in this document is intended to help Canadian health care decision-makers, health care professionals, health systems leaders, 

and policy-makers make well-informed decisions and thereby improve the quality of health care services. While pat ients and others may access this document, 

the document is made available for informational purposes only and no representations or warranties are made with respect to its fitness for any particular 

purpose. The information in this document should not be used as a substitute for professional medical advice or as a substitute for the application of clinical 

judgment in respect of the care of a particular patient or other professional judgment in any decision-making process. The Canadian Agency for Drugs and 

Technologies in Health (CADTH) does not endorse any information, drugs, therapies, treatments, products, processes, or servic es. 

While care has been taken to ensure that the information prepared by CADTH in this document is accurate, complete, and up-to-date as at the applicable date 

the material was first published by CADTH, CADTH does not make any guarantees to that effect. CADTH does not guarantee and is  not responsible for the 

quality, currency, propriety, accuracy, or reasonableness of any statements, information, or conclusions contained in any third-party materials used in preparing 

this document. The views and opinions of third parties published in this document do not necessarily state or reflect those of CADTH. 

CADTH is not responsible for any errors, omissions, injury, loss, or damage arising from or relating to the use (or misuse) of any information, statements, or 

conclusions contained in or implied by the contents of this document or any of the source materials.  

This document may contain links to third-party websites. CADTH does not have control over the content of such sites. Use of third-party sites is governed by 

the third-party website owners’ own terms and conditions set out for such sites. CADTH does not make any guarantee with respect to any information 

contained on such third-party sites and CADTH is not responsible for any injury, loss, or damage suffered as a result of using such third-party sites. CADTH 

has no responsibility for the collection, use, and disclosure of personal information by third-party sites. 

Subject to the aforementioned limitations, the views expressed herein are those of CADTH and do not necessarily represent the  views of Canada’s federal, 

provincial, or territorial governments or any third-party supplier of information. 

This document is prepared and intended for use in the context of the Canadian health care system. The use of this document ou tside of Canada is done so at 

the user’s own risk. 

This disclaimer and any questions or matters of any nature arising from or relating to the content or use (or misuse) of this document will be governed by and 

interpreted in accordance with the laws of the Province of Ontario and the laws of Canada applicable therein, and all proceedings shall be subject to the 

exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of the Province of Ontario, Canada. 

The copyright and other intellectual property rights in this document are owned by CADTH and its licensors. These rights are protected by the Canadian 

Copyright Act and other national and international laws and agreements. Users are permitted to make copies of this document for non-commercial purposes 

only, provided it is not modified when reproduced and appropriate credit is given to CADTH and its licensors.  

About CADTH: CADTH is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible for providing Canada’s health care decision-makers with objective evidence 

to help make informed decisions about the optimal use of drugs, medical devices, diagnostics, and procedures in our health care system. 

Funding: CADTH receives funding from Canada’s federal, provincial, and territorial governments, with the exception of Quebec.  

Questions or requests for information about this report can be directed to requests@cadth.ca

mailto:requests@cadth.ca
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About This Document 

With the speed of information coming out on COVID-19, our customers often need evidence 

fast. In the interest of supporting urgent customer needs for reliable evidence, a collection of 

key citations have been provided upon request. These citations have met customer needs 

on COVID-19‒related topics and are intended to provide a preliminary start to more 

comprehensive searching or to help frame questions or issues. International scientific 

evidence about COVID-19 is changing and growing rapidly, so if you’d l ike to know more 

please contact requests@cadth.ca or https://covid.cadth.ca/submit-a-request/. 

Guidelines/Recommendations for COVID-19 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. Opening up America again: Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) recommendations - re-opening facilities to provide 

non-emergent non-COVID-19 healthcare: phase I; 2020: 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-flexibility-reopen-essential-non-covid-services.pdf 

American College of Surgeons, American Society of Anesthesiologists, Association of 

periOperative Registered Nurses, American Hospital Association. Joint statement: roadmap 

for resuming elective surgery after COVID-19 pandemic; 2020: 

https://www.asahq.org/about-asa/newsroom/news-releases/2020/04/joint-statement-on-

elective-surgery-after-covid-19-pandemic 

Australian Department of Health. Elective surgery restrictions eased; 2020: 

https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/elective-surgery-

restrictions-eased 

Australian Medical Association. Proposed steps for resuming elective surgery; 2020: 

https://ama.com.au/media/proposed-steps-resuming-elective-surgery 

Pandemic planning clinical guideline for patients with cancer. Toronto (ON): Ontario Health - 

Cancer Care Ontario; 2020: https://www.entcanada.org/wp-content/uploads/OH-CCO-

Pandemic-Planning-Clinical-Guideline-Final.pdf 

Management of referral, triage, waitlist and reassessment of cardiac patients during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Ottawa (ON): Canadian Cardiovascular Society; 2020: 

http://www.ccs.ca/images/Images_2020/Refer_Triage_Wait_Mgmt_07Apr20.pdf 

American College of Cardiology. ACC/SCAI consensus document guides triage for 

structural heart disease during COVID-19 pandemic; 2020: https://www.acc.org/latest-in-

cardiology/articles/2020/04/06/12/49/acc-scai-consensus-document-guides-triage-for-

structural-heart-disease-during-covid-19 

Royal College of Surgeons. COVID-19: good practice for surgeons and surgical teams. 

2020: https://www.rcseng.ac.uk/standards-and-research/standards-and-guidance/good-

practice-guides/coronavirus/ 

Brindle ME, Doherty G, Lillemoe K, Gawande A. Approaching surgical triage during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Ann Surg. 2020 May 1. [online ahead of print] 

PubMed: PM32404671 

mailto:requests@cadth.ca
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https://www.asahq.org/about-asa/newsroom/news-releases/2020/04/joint-statement-on-elective-surgery-after-covid-19-pandemic
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https://www.entcanada.org/wp-content/uploads/OH-CCO-Pandemic-Planning-Clinical-Guideline-Final.pdf
https://www.entcanada.org/wp-content/uploads/OH-CCO-Pandemic-Planning-Clinical-Guideline-Final.pdf
http://www.ccs.ca/images/Images_2020/Refer_Triage_Wait_Mgmt_07Apr20.pdf
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https://www.rcseng.ac.uk/standards-and-research/standards-and-guidance/good-practice-guides/coronavirus/
https://www.rcseng.ac.uk/standards-and-research/standards-and-guidance/good-practice-guides/coronavirus/
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Society of Surgical Oncology. Cancer surgeries in the time of  COVID-19: a message from 

the SSO President and President-Elect; 2020: https://cags-accg.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/SSO-cancer-triage.pdf 

Prachand VN, Milner R, Angelos P, et al. Medically-necessary, time-sensitive procedures: a 

scoring system to ethically and efficiently manage resource scarcity and provider risk during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. J Am Coll Surg. 2020;S1072-7515(20)30317-3. 

PubMed: PM32278725 

American College of Surgeons. Local resumption of elective surgery guidance; 2020: 

https://www.facs.org/covid-19/clinical-guidance/resuming-elective-surgery 

Gralnek IM, Hassan C, Beilenhoff U, et al. ESGE and ESGENA position statement on 

gastrointestinal endoscopy and the COVID-19 pandemic. Endoscopy. 2020;52(6):483-490. 

PubMed: PM32303090 

Quaedackers JSLT, Stein R, Bhatt N, et al. Clinical and surgical consequences of the 

COVID-19 pandemic for patients with pediatric urological problems: statement of the EAU 

guidelines panel for paediatric urology. J Pediatr Urol. 2020 Apr 9;S1477-5131(20)30105-4. 

PubMed: PM32291208 

Chiu PWY, Ng SC, Inoue H, et al. Practice of endoscopy during COVID-19 pandemic: 

position statements of the Asian Pacific Society for Digestive Endoscopy (APSDE-COVID 

Statements). Gut. 2020;69(6):991-996. 

PubMed: PM32241897 

O’Connor CM, Anoushiravani AA, DiCaprio MR, Healy WL, Iorio R. Economic recovery 

following the COVID-19 pandemic: resuming elective orthopaedic surgery and total joint 

arthroplasty. J Arthroplasty. 2020;S0883-5403(20)30425-3. 

PubMed: PM32345566 

SARS-Related 

Learning from SARS: renewal of public health in Canada. Ottawa (ON): Health Canada; 

2003: https://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/sars-sras/pdf/sars-e.pdf 

University of Toronto Joint Centre for Bioethics. Ethics and SARS: learning lessons from the 

Toronto experience. http://www.yorku.ca/igreene/sars.html 

Schull MJ, Stukel TA, Vermeulen MJ, et al. Effect of widespread restrictions on the use of 

hospital services during an outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome. CMAJ. 

2007;176(13):1827-1832.  

PubMed: PM17576979 

Background/Related Resources 

COVIDSurg Collaborative. Global guidance for surgical care During the COVID‐19 

Pandemic. Br J Surg. 2020 Apr 15. [online ahead of print]| 

PubMed: PM32293715 

Stahel PF. How to Risk-Stratify Elective Surgery During the COVID-19 Pandemic? Patient 

Saf Surg. 2020;14(8). 

PubMed: PM32288785 

https://cags-accg.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/SSO-cancer-triage.pdf
https://cags-accg.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/SSO-cancer-triage.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32278725/
https://www.facs.org/covid-19/clinical-guidance/resuming-elective-surgery
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32303090
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32303090
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32291208/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32241897/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32345566/
https://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/sars-sras/pdf/sars-e.pdf
http://www.yorku.ca/igreene/sars.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1891122/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1891122/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32293715/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32288785/
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Utilization of Ontario’s Health System During the 2003 SARS Outbreak. Toronto (ON): 

ICES; 2004: https://www.ices.on.ca/flip-publication/Utilization-of-Ontarios-Health-System-

During-the-2003-SARS-Outbreak/files/assets/common/downloads/publication.pdf 

Makan AN, Grabowski DC. How Can We Ramp Up Hospital Capacity to Handle the Surge 

of COVID-19 Patients? Long-Term Acute Care Hospitals Can Play a Critical Role. Health 

Affairs; 2020: https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20200410.606195/full/ 

Bhatia S, Falk W. What Happens to the health system after COVID-19? The Star; 2020: 

https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2020/04/20/what-happens-to-the-health-

system-after-covid-19.html 

Bau, T. COVID-19: How the coronavirus crisis will change the care model. Healthcare IT 

News; 2020: https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/europe/covid-19-how-coronavirus-

crisis-will-change-care-model 

Barnett ML. A second, hidden pandemic will follow covid-19. We need to plan for it. The 

Washington Post; 2020: https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/04/08/covid-19-

pandemic-will-end-americas-next-health-crisis-is-already-starting/?arc404=true 

Cheney C. Coronavirus: 10 Considerations for Resuming Elective Surgery. HealthLeaders; 

2020: https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/welcome-ad?toURL=/clinical-care/coronavirus-

10-considerations-resuming-elective-surgery 

Oliver, E. Life after ramp-up: How COVID-19 will change ASCs forever. ASC Transactions & 

Valuation Issues; 2020: https://www.beckersasc.com/asc-transactions-and-valuation-

issues/life-after-ramp-up-how-covid-19-will-change-ascs-forever.html 

Barua B, Moir M. COVID creating a backlog of cancelled elective surgeries in Canada. 

Fraser Forum; 2020: https://www.fraserinstitute.org/blogs/covid-creating-a-backlog-of-

cancelled-elective-surgeries-in-canada 

Gooch K. Healthcare groups offer guidelines for resuming elective surgeries. Becker’s 

Hospital Review; 2020: https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/patient-flow/healthcare-

groups-offer-guidelines-for-resuming-elective-surgeries.html 

AAO-HNS Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Podcast Series Episode 8: What to expect as 

we resume practice: learning from Katrina. FrequENTcy — AAO–HNS/F Otolaryngology 

Podcasts; 2020: https://directory.libsyn.com/episode/index/id/14005922 
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