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To produce this report, CADTH used a modified 
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the evidence to meet decision-making needs during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Care has been taken to 

ensure the information is accurate and complete, but it 
should be noted that international scientific evidence 

about COVID-19 is changing and growing rapidly. 
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 Disclaimer: The information in this document is intended to help Canadian health care decision-makers, health care professionals, health systems leaders, 

and policy-makers make well-informed decisions and thereby improve the quality of health care services. While pat ients and others may access this document, 

the document is made available for informational purposes only and no representations or warranties are made with respect to its fitness for any particular 

purpose. The information in this document should not be used as a substitute for professional medical advice or as a substitute for the application of clinical 

judgment in respect of the care of a particular patient or other professional judgment in any decision-making process. The Canadian Agency for Drugs and 

Technologies in Health (CADTH) does not endorse any information, drugs, therapies, treatments, products, processes, or servic es. 

While care has been taken to ensure that the information prepared by CADTH in this document is accurate, complete, and up-to-date as at the applicable date 

the material was first published by CADTH, CADTH does not make any guarantees to that effect. CADTH does not guarantee and is  not responsible for the 

quality, currency, propriety, accuracy, or reasonableness of any statements, information, or conclusions contained in any third-party materials used in preparing 

this document. The views and opinions of third parties published in this document do not necessarily state or reflect those of CADTH. 

CADTH is not responsible for any errors, omissions, injury, loss, or damage arising from or relating to the use (or misuse) of any information, statements, or 

conclusions contained in or implied by the contents of this document or any of the source materials.  

This document may contain links to third-party websites. CADTH does not have control over the content of such sites. Use of third-party sites is governed by 

the third-party website owners’ own terms and conditions set out for such sites. CADTH does not make any guarantee with respect to any information 

contained on such third-party sites and CADTH is not responsible for any injury, loss, or damage suffered as a result of using such third-party sites. CADTH 

has no responsibility for the collection, use, and disclosure of personal information by third-party sites. 

Subject to the aforementioned limitations, the views expressed herein are those of CADTH and do not necessarily represent the  views of Canada’s federal, 

provincial, or territorial governments or any third party supplier of information. 

This document is prepared and intended for use in the context of the Canadian health care system. The use of this document ou tside of Canada is done so at 

the user’s own risk. 

This disclaimer and any questions or matters of any nature arising from or relating to the content or use (or misuse) of this document will be governed by and 

interpreted in accordance with the laws of the Province of Ontario and the laws of Canada applicable therein, and all proceedings shall be subject to the 

exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of the Province of Ontario, Canada. 

The copyright and other intellectual property rights in this document are owned by CADTH and its licensors. These rights are protected by the Canadian 

Copyright Act and other national and international laws and agreements. Users are permitted to make copies of this document for non-commercial purposes 

only, provided it is not modified when reproduced and appropriate credit is given to CADTH and its licensors.  

About CADTH: CADTH is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible for providing Canada’s health care decision-makers with objective evidence 

to help make informed decisions about the optimal use of drugs, medical devices, diagnostics, and procedures in our health care system. 

Funding: CADTH receives funding from Canada’s federal, provincial, and territorial governments, with the exception of Quebec.  

Questions or requests for information about this report can be directed to requests@cadth.ca
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About This Document 

With the speed of information coming out on COVID-19, our customers often need evidence 

fast. In the interest of supporting urgent customer needs for reliable evidence, a collection of 

key citations have been provided upon request. These citations have met customer needs 

on COVID-19‒related topics and are intended to provide a preliminary start to more 

comprehensive searching or to help frame questions or issues. International scientific 

evidence about COVID-19 is changing and growing rapidly, so if you’d like to know more 

please contact requests@cadth.ca or https://covid.cadth.ca/submit-a-request/.  

Journal Articles 
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Unit. Br J Anaesth. 2020 Apr 10.  
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(Lond). 2020;5:3. 

PubMed: PM32308988 
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Evaluate the Operational Readiness of a High-Consequence Infectious Disease Intensive 

Care Unit. Anaesthesia. 2020 Mar 27 [epub].  

PubMed: PM32221964 
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Epidemiologic Indices May Reduce Shortage of Intensive Care Unit Staff During the 

COVID-19 Pandemic. Anesth Analg. 2020 Apr 20. 

PubMed: PM32343514 

Association and Healthcare Centre Resources 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) training: Simulation exercise. Geneva (CHE): World 

Health Organization; 2020. 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/training/simulation-

exercise Accessed 2020 May 6 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19): COVID-19 Surge. Atlanta (GA): Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention; 2020. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/hcp/COVIDSurge.html Accessed 2020 May 6 

Committee on Guidance for Establishing Crisis Standards of Care for Use in Disaster 

Situations; Institute of Medicine. Crisis standards of care: A Systems Framework for 

Catastrophic Disaster Response. (Chapter 7, Hospitals and acute care facilities).  

Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US); 2012 Mar 21. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK201068/ Accessed 2020 May 6 
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Department of Operational Support Public Health Unit. COVID-19 Tabletop Exercise [slide 

deck]. New York (NY): United Nations; 2020. 

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/coronavirus_ttxscenario_2020-03-11.pdf  

Accessed 2020 May 6 

Sate and local readiness: The Pan Flu Scramble Exercise. Atlanta (GA): Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention; 2018. 

https://www.cdc.gov/cpr/readiness/healthcare/panfluscramble.htm  Accessed 2020 May 6 

Hospital Resources 

New York State Health Emergency Preparedness Coalition. Surge. Rocheser (NY): 

University of Rochester Medical Centre; 2020. https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/emergency-

preparedness/preparedness-and-response-tools-resources/surge.aspx  

Accessed 2020 May 6 
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