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Disclaimer: The information in this document is intended to help Canadian health care decision -makers, health care professionals, health systems leaders,
and policy-makers make well-informed decisions and thereby improve the quality of health care services. While patients and others may access this document,
the document is made available for informational purposes only and no representations or warranties are made with respect to its fitness for any particular
purpose. The information in this document should not be used as a substitute for professional medical advice or as a substitute for the application of clinical
judgment in respect of the care of a particular patient or other professional judgment in any decision -making process. The Canadian Agency for Drugs and
Technologies in Health (CADTH) does not endorse any information, drugs, therapies, treatments, products, processes, or servic es.
While care has been taken to ensure that the information prepared by CADTH in this document is accurate, complete, and up -to-date as at the applicable date
the material was first published by CADTH, CADTH does not make any guarantees to that effect. CADTH does not guarantee and is not responsible for the
quality, currency, propriety, accuracy, or reasonableness of any statements, information, or conclusions contained in any third-party materials used in preparing
this document. The views and opinions of third parties published in this document do not necessarily state or reflect those of CADTH.
CADTH is not responsible for any errors, omissions, injury, loss, or damage arising from or relating to the use (or misuse) of any information, statements, or
conclusions contained in or implied by the contents of this document or any of the source materials.
This document may contain links to third-party websites. CADTH does not have control over the content of such sites. Use of third -party sites is governed by
the third-party website owners’ own terms and conditions set out for such sites. CADTH does not make any guarantee with respect to any information
contained on such third-party sites and CADTH is not responsible for any injury, loss, or damage suffered as a result of using such third -party sites. CADTH
has no responsibility for the collection, use, and disclosure of personal informatio n by third-party sites.
Subject to the aforementioned limitations, the views expressed herein are those of CADTH and do not necessarily represent the views of Canada’s federal,
provincial, or territorial governments or any third party supplier of information.
This document is prepared and intended for use in the context of the Canadian health care system. The use of this document ou tside of Canada is done so at
the user’s own risk.
This disclaimer and any questions or matters of any nature arising from or relating to the content or use (or misuse) of this document will be governed by and
interpreted in accordance with the laws of the Province of Ontario and the laws of Canada applicable therein, and all proceed ings shall be subject to the
exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of the Province of Ontario, Canada.
The copyright and other intellectual property rights in this document are owned by CADTH and its licensors. These rights are protected by the Canadian
Copyright Act and other national and international laws and agreements. Users are permitted to make copies of this document for non -commercial purposes
only, provided it is not modified when reproduced and appropriate credit is given to CADTH and its licensors.
About CADTH: CADTH is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible for providing Canada’s health care decision-makers with objective evidence
to help make informed decisions about the optimal use of drugs, medical devices, diagnostics, and procedures in our health care system.
Funding: CADTH receives funding from Canada’s federal, provincial, and territorial governments, with the exception of Quebec.
Questions or requests for information about this report can be directed to requests@cadth.ca
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About This Document
With the speed of information coming out on COVID-19, our customers often need evidence
fast. In the interest of supporting urgent customer needs for reliable evidence, a collection of
key citations have been provided upon request. These citations have met customer needs
on COVID-19‒related topics and are intended to provide a preliminary start to more
comprehensive searching or to help frame questions or issues. International scientific
evidence about COVID-19 is changing and growing rapidly, so if you’d like to know more
please contact requests@cadth.ca or https://covid.cadth.ca/submit-a-request/.

Guidelines and Recommendations
Recommendations from RCPath and professional bodies (IBMS, ACP and ACB)
prioritisation/deferral of pathology laboratory work (in light of SARSCoV-2 (COVID19)
epidemic). London (UK): Royal College of Pathologists, Institute of Biomedical Science,
Association for Clinical Biochemistry and Laboratory Medicine, Association of Clinical
Pathologists; 2020 Mar 26: https://www.rcpath.org/uploads/assets/f5123842-950f-49c5bf69ed866a7ca3da/Prioritisation-deferral-of-pathology-laboratory-work.pdf
Guidance for remote reporting of digital pathology slides during periods of exceptional
service pressure. London (UK): Digital Pathology Committee of the Royal College of
Pathologists; 2020 Mar 23: https://www.rcpath.org/uploads/assets/626ead77-d7dd-42e1949988e43dc84c97/RCPath-guidance-for-remote-digital-pathology.pdf
Laboratory testing strategy recommendations for COVID-19: interim guidance. Geneva
(CH): World Health Organization; 2020 Mar 21:
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331509/WHO-COVID-19-lab_testing2020.1-eng.pdf
British Columbia’s pandemic influenza response plan (2012): pandemic plan for British
Columbia Public Health Microbiology & Reference Laboratory & Networks. Vancouver (BC):
Government of British Columbia; 2012: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bcs-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/reports-publications/bcpandemic-influenza-laboratory-plan-2012.pdf
Canadian pandemic influenza preparedness: planning guidance for the health sector laboratory annex. Ottawa (ON): Pan-Canadian Public Health Network; 2015:
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/migration/phac-aspc/cpippclcpi/assets/pdf/annex_c-eng.pdf#page=8&zoom=100,0,0
COVID-19 prioritization of diagnostic testing. Arlington (VA): Infectious Diseases Society of
America; 2020 Mar 17: https://www.idsociety.org/globalassets/idsa/public-health/covid-19prioritization-of-dx-testing.pdf
Infection Control
Nichols JH, Rauch CA. A laboratory risk assessment during the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic. Journal of Applied Laboratory Medicine; 2020 Apr 16;jfaa061:
https://academic.oup.com/jalm/advance-article/doi/10.1093/jalm/jfaa061/5815983
Blood component and product handling for contact and droplet precautions. Edmonton (AB):
Alberta Precision Laboratories; 2020 Apr 17:
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/wf/lab/wf-lab-bulletin-blood-component-andproduct-handling-for-contact-and-droplet-precautions.pdf
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Clinical Specimens/Biosafety
SARS-CoV-2 (Severe acute respiratory syndrome-related coronavirus 2) biosafety advisory.
Ottawa (ON): Public Health Agency of Canada; 2020 Feb 29:
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/laboratory-biosafety-biosecurity/biosafetydirectives-advisories-notifications/novel-coronavirus-january-27.html
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Interim guidelines for collecting, handling, and
testing clinical specimens from persons for Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19); 2020
May 5: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Interim laboratory biosafety guidelines for
handling and processing specimens associated with Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19); 2020 Mar 31: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/lab-biosafetyguidelines.html
Public Health England. COVID-19: safe handling and processing for samples in
laboratories; 2020 May 1: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novelcoronavirus-guidance-for-clinical-diagnostic-laboratories/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-handlingand-processing-of-laboratory-specimens

Other Resources
American Society of Hematology. COVID-19 and resuming clinical visits: frequently asked
questions. https://www.hematology.org/covid-19/covid-19-and-resuming-clinical-visits
Petz S. Non-essential diagnostic testing to be postponed as part of Manitoba's COVID-19
response. CBC News; 2020 Mar 24: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/diagnostictesting-delayed-covid-19-manitoba-1.5508141
Preston A. 'Disaster looms' if Northern Ireland cancer screening not fully resumed. Belfast
Telegraph; 2020 Apr 27: https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/disaster-looms-ifnorthern-ireland-cancer-screening-not-fully-resumed-39158557.html
Lab test volumes plummet as patients put off care due to COVID-19. 360Dx; 2020 Apr 2:
https://www.360dx.com/clinical-lab-management/lab-test-volumes-plummet-patients-putcare-due-covid-19#.Xqb5OmhKg2w
Clarification of cessation of routine laboratory testing during COVID-19 pandemic.
Edmonton (AB): Alberta Precision Laboratories; 2020 Apr 3:
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-apl-memo-physicians-ceasenon-essential-2020-04-03.pdf
Alberta Health Services. Laboratory services – laboratory bulletins. 2020:
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/lab/Page3290.aspx
Nova Scotia Health Authority. Blood collection – important notice. 2020:
http://www.nshealth.ca/blood-collection
Burnham CAD, Kwon JH, Burd EM, Campbell S, Iwen PC, Miller MB. Are we there yet?
Laboratory preparedness for emerging infectious diseases. Clin Chem. 2017;64(4):807-811.
PubMed: PM28115392
Chambliss AB, Tolan NV. Contingency planning in the clinical laboratory: lessons learned
amidst COVID-19. Journal of Applied Laboratory Medicine; 2020 Apr 21;jfaa068:
https://academic.oup.com/jalm/advance-article/doi/10.1093/jalm/jfaa068/5823306
Firth J. Covid-19 current advice for pathologists. Pathologica; 2020 Mar 16.
PubMed: PM32292181
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Barbareschi M, Facchetti F, Fraggetta F, Sapino A. What are the priorities of pathologists’
activities during COVID-19 emergency? Pathologica; 2020 Apr 1.
PubMed: PM32324728
Pambuccian SE. The COVID-19 pandemic: implications for the cytology laboratory. J Am
Soc Cytopathol. 2020;9(3):202-211.
PubMed: PM32284276

General Guidance
World Health Organization. Country & technical guidance - Coronavirus disease (COVID19). 2020: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technicalguidance
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) for
healthcare professionals. 2020: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/index.html
COVID-19 guidance: occupational health and safety and infection prevention & control.
Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care; 2020 Mar 20:
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_occupatio
nal_health_safety_guidance.pdf
Note: this link may not work unless copied and pasted into your web browser.
Prince Edward Island guidelines for the management and control of COVID-19. Prince
Edward Island Health and Wellness; 2020 Mar:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/20200311_guideline_covi
d-19_final.pdf
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. Non-emergent, elective medical services, and
treatment recommendations; 2020 Apr 7: https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-nonemergent-elective-medical-recommendations.pdf
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