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Research Question 

What is the comparative clinical effectiveness of same day treatment versus non-same day 

treatment for patients with cancer? 

Key Findings 

One non-randomized study was identified regarding same day initial treatment versus 

delayed initial treatment for patients with cancer. 

Methods 

A limited literature search was conducted on key resources including PubMed, The 

Cochrane Library, University of York Centre for Reviews and Dissemination (CRD) 

databases, Canadian and major international health technology agencies, as well as a 

focused Internet search. Methodological filters were applied to limit retrieval to health 

technology assessments, systematic reviews, meta-analyses, randomized controlled trials, 

and non-randomized studies. Where possible, retrieval was limited to the human 

population. The search was also limited to English language documents published between 

January 1, 2012 and July 25, 2017. Internet links were provided, where available. 

Selection Criteria 

One reviewer screened citations and selected studies based on the inclusion criteria 

presented in Table 1. 

Table 1: Selection Criteria 

Population Patients who have been diagnosed with cancer who need to undergo treatment 

Intervention Same day initial treatment 

Comparator Delayed initial treatment 

Outcomes Clinical effectiveness (benefit or harm); safety  

Study Designs Health technology assessments, systematic reviews, meta-analyses, randomized controlled trials, non-
randomized studies 
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Results 

Rapid Response reports are organized so that the higher quality evidence is presented first. 

Therefore, health technology assessment reports, systematic reviews, and meta-analyses 

are presented first. These are followed by randomized controlled trials and non-randomized 

studies.  

One non-randomized study was identified regarding same day initial treatment versus 

delayed initial treatment for patients with cancer. No relevant health technology 

assessments, systematic reviews, meta-analyses, or randomized controlled trials were 

identified. 

Additional references of potential interest are provided in the appendix. 

Health Technology Assessments 

No literature identified. 

Systematic Reviews and Meta-analyses 

No literature identified. 

Randomized Controlled Trials 

No literature identified. 

Non-Randomized Studies 

1. Lefresne S, Berthelet E, Cashman R, Levy K, Liu M, Carolan H, et al. The Vancouver 

rapid access clinic for palliative lung radiation, providing more than just rapid access. 

Support Care Cancer. 2015 Jan;23(1):125-32.  

PubMed: PM25001608 

  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25001608
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Appendix — Further Information 

Non-Randomized Studies – Unclear on Same Day Treatment 

2. Soyfer V, Geva R, Michelson M, Inbar M, Shacham-Shmueli E, Corn BW. The impact 

of overall radiotherapy treatment time and delay in initiation of radiotherapy on local 

control and distant metastases in gastric cancer [Internet]. Radiat Oncol. 2014 Mar 23 

[cited 2017 Aug 4];9:81. Available from: 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3994343   

PubMed: PM24655942 

Non-Randomized Studies – Not Same Day Treatment  

3. Brenkman HJF, Visser E, van Rossum PSN, Siesling S, van Hillegersberg R, Ruurda 

JP. Association between waiting time from diagnosis to treatment and survival in 

patients with curable gastric cancer: A population-based study in the Netherlands 

[Internet]. Ann Surg Oncol. 2017 Jul [cited 2017 Aug 4]; 24(7):1761-1769. Available 

from:                                                                

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28353020 

4. Khorana AA, Tullio K, Elson P, Pennell NA, Kalady MF, Raymond D, et al. Increase in 

time to initiating cancer therapy and association with worsened survival in curative 

settings: A U.S. analysis of common solid tumours [Internet]. Journal of Clinical 

Oncology. 2017 May [cited 2017 Aug 4];35:(Supplementary issue; no.15), 6557-6557. 

Available from:             

http://ascopubs.org/doi/abs/10.1200/JCO.2017.35.15_suppl.6557  

5. Polesel J, Furlan C, Birri S, Giacomarra V, Vaccher E, Grando G, et al. The impact of 

time to treatment initiation on survival from head and neck cancer in north-eastern Italy 

[Internet]. Oral Oncol. 2017 Apr [cited 2017 Aug 4];67:175-182. Available from: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28351574  

6. Tsai WC, Kung PT, Wang YH, Huang KH, Liu SA. Influence of time interval from 

diagnosis to treatment on survival for oral cavity cancer: a nationwide cohort study 

[Internet]. PLoS One. 2017 Apr 7 [cited 2017 Aug 4];12(4): e0175148. Available from:    

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28388649  

7. Jooste V, Dejardin O, Bouvier V, Arveux P, Maynadie M, Launoy G, et al. Pancreatic 

cancer: wait times from presentation to treatment and survival in a population-based 

study. Int J Cancer. 2016 Sep 1;139(5):1073-80.  

PubMed: PM27130333 

8. Miriyala R, Bansal A, Dracham C, Thakur P, Ghoshal S. 567P_PR Diagnostic delay in 

oncology: Is there a need for increasing cancer awareness among primary care 

physicians of developing countries? [Internet]. Annals of Oncology.  2016 Dec 20 [cited 

2017 Aug 4];27(supplementary issue; no. 9), mdw603.004. Available from: 

https://academic.oup.com/annonc/article-

abstract/27/suppl_9/mdw603.004/2920149/567P-PR-Diagnostic-delay-in-oncology-Is-

there-a?redirectedFrom=fulltext  

9. Murphy CT, Galloway TJ, Handorf EA, Egleston BL, Wang LS, Mehra R, et al. Survival 

impact of increasing time to treatment initiation for patients with head and neck cancer 

in the United States [Internet]. J Clin Oncol. 2016 Jan 10 [cited 2017 Aug 4];34(2):169-

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3994343
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24655942
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28353020
http://ascopubs.org/doi/abs/10.1200/JCO.2017.35.15_suppl.6557
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28351574
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28388649
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27130333
https://academic.oup.com/annonc/article-abstract/27/suppl_9/mdw603.004/2920149/567P-PR-Diagnostic-delay-in-oncology-Is-there-a?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/annonc/article-abstract/27/suppl_9/mdw603.004/2920149/567P-PR-Diagnostic-delay-in-oncology-Is-there-a?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/annonc/article-abstract/27/suppl_9/mdw603.004/2920149/567P-PR-Diagnostic-delay-in-oncology-Is-there-a?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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178. Available from:                     

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4858932   

PubMed: PM26628469 

10. Parikh RR, Grossbard ML, Harrison LB, Yahalom J. Impact of delays in definitive 

treatment on overall survival: a National Cancer Database study of patients with 

Hodgkin lymphoma. Leuk Lymphoma. 2016 May;57(5):1074-82.  

PubMed: PM26374099 

11. Visser E, Leeftink AG, van Rossum PS, Siesling S, van Hillegersberg R, Ruurda JP. 

Waiting time from diagnosis to treatment has no impact on survival in patients with 

esophageal cancer [Internet]. Ann Surg Oncol. 2016 Aug [cited 2017 Aug 

4];23(8):2679-2689. Available from:      

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27012988  

12. van Harten MC, Hoebers FJ, Kross KW, van Werkhoven ED, van den Brekel MW, van 

Dijk BA. Determinants of treatment waiting times for head and neck cancer in the 

Netherlands and their relation to survival [Internet]. Oral Oncol. 2015 Mar [cited 2017 

Aug 4];51(3):272-278. Available from:   

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25541458  

13. Seymour ZA, Fogh SE, Westcott SK, Braunstein S, Larson DA, Barani IJ, et al. Interval 

from imaging to treatment delivery in the radiation surgery age: how long is too long? 

Int J Radiat Oncol Biol Phys. 2015 Sep 1;93(1):126-32.  

PubMed: PM26279030 

14. Souza CB, Fustinoni SM, Amorim MHC, Zandonade E, Matos JC, Schirmer J. Breast 

cancer: diagnosis-to-treatment waiting times for elderly women at a reference hospital 

of São Paulo, Brazil [Internet]. Cien Saude Colet. 2015 Dec [cited 2017 Aug 

4];20(12):3805-16. Available from:        

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26691805  

15. Vair B, Altman AD, Nelson G. Time to surgery and the risk of cancer progression in 

patients with gynaecologic cancers of the lower genital tract. J Obstet Gynaecol Can. 

2015 Apr;37(4):338-44.  

PubMed: PM26001687 

16. Yoo T-K, Han W, Moon H-G, Kim J, Lee JW, Kim MK, et al. Delay of treatment 

initiation does not adversely affect survival outcome in breast cancer. Cancer Research 

and Treatment: Official Journal of Korean Cancer Association. 2015 Oct 22 [cited 2017 

Aug 4];48(3):962-969. Available from:                                                          

https://www.e-crt.org/m/journal/view.php?number=2509  

17. Pai Panandiker AS, Wong JK, Nedelka MA, Wu S, Gajjar A, Broniscer A. Effect of time 

from diagnosis to start of radiotherapy on children with diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma. 

Pediatr Blood Cancer. 2014 Jul [cited 2017 Aug 4];61(7):1180-1183. Available from: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24482196  

18. Perri T, Issakov G, Ben-Baruch G, Felder S, Beiner ME, Helpman L, et al. Effect of 

treatment delay on survival in patients with cervical cancer: a historical cohort study. Int 

J Gynecol Cancer. 2014 Sep;24(7):1326-32.  

PubMed: PM25054445 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4858932
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26628469
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26374099
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27012988
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25541458
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26279030
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26691805
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26001687
https://www.e-crt.org/m/journal/view.php?number=2509
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24482196
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25054445
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19. Brinkerhoff BT, Choong NW, Massey BL, Gore EM, Firat SY, Wong SJ, et al. 

Diagnosis to treatment interval and outcome in patients with locally-advanced 

squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck in a Veterans Affairs medical center 

[Internet]. J Cancer Sci Ther. 2012 Mar 22 [cited 2017 Aug 4];4:111-115. Available 

from:                                                                     

https://www.omicsonline.org/diagnosis-to-treatment-interval-and-outcome-in-patients-

with-locally-advanced-squamous-cell-carcinoma-1948-5956.1000122.php?aid=6266  

20. McLaughlin JM, Anderson RT, Ferketich AK, Seiber EE, Balkrishnan R, Paskett ED. 

Effect on survival on longer intervals between confirmed diagnosis and treatment 

initiation among low-income women with breast cancer. J Clin Oncol. 2012 Dec 20 

[cited 2017 Aug 4]; 30(36):4493-4500. Available from: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23169521  

https://www.omicsonline.org/diagnosis-to-treatment-interval-and-outcome-in-patients-with-locally-advanced-squamous-cell-carcinoma-1948-5956.1000122.php?aid=6266
https://www.omicsonline.org/diagnosis-to-treatment-interval-and-outcome-in-patients-with-locally-advanced-squamous-cell-carcinoma-1948-5956.1000122.php?aid=6266
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23169521

